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The first half of Daoxuan’s（596-667）life and the formation of the first version of
the Xu Gaoseng zhuan續高僧傳 completed in the Zhenguan era（627-649）
Limei Chi
The study of the Xu gaoseng zhuan has now made a remarkable progress, while that of
Daoxuan’s biography, which is based on Masumi Fujiyoshi’s research, has little new that
deserves to mention. Given that over the course of its formation the Xu gaoseng zhuan
was not only added and recompiled by later generations of people but also supplemented
by Daoxuan himself, it is necessary to examine Daoxuan’s activities, especially changes
in his intentions while compiling the work. Moreover, as new knowledge has amassed in
recent years from a rapid progress in the study of the Xu gaoseng zhuan, its application to
the study of Daoxuan’s biography makes it necessary to reexamine if it matches his
activities. So far, although things taking place while the work was recompiled have been
extensively studied, one of the basic problems related to the formation of the work and
Daoxuan’s biography, why originally Daoxuan planned to complete the Xu gaoseng
zhuan by Zhenguan 19（645）, has never been explored.
This article is to address the problem abovementioned by carefully examining Daoxuan’s
life and activities up to his mid-and-old age once again. It thoroughly reevaluates
Daoxuan’s situation surrounding the “twelve years of hermit” in Mount Zhongnan, and
revisits the traditional studies on the so-called “period of his itinerant in the Shu region”.
Finally, it reveals what Zhenguan 19, the year taken as the latest in the first version of the
Xu gaoseng zhuan, meant to Daoxuan and its relevant background.
